


Beloved,

This is an exciting time for The Birmingham Civil Rights Institute as we are in the midst
of celebrating our 30th anniversary. And we have much to celebrate!

By many measures three decades is not a long time. As strategists, folks who develop
and implement grassroots efforts for real changemaking, we have found ourselves
thinking often about what 30 years means for the Institute. As Rev. Fred Shuttlesworth
put it, "The nation will never forget what we did here together." We can think of no
better way to describe the impact that Birmingham has made on the world of social
justice. More significant than the years is what BCRI has accomplished.

In 30 years, the Institute has gone from being an inspired vision to a globally
recognized institution. Having grown from a memorial district to a national
monument, ours is a "must see" site for those on a pilgrimage to trace the history of
the Birmingham civil rights story. Our founding mission to be "more than a museum"
endures today with educational programming, thought provoking exhibits, and
courageous conversations that fully examine the meaning of freedom in today's
society.

Through the interactive approach of our educational programs, we continue to utilize
our mission, collections, programs, and partnerships to engage area students in a
series of interactive experiences and historic opportunities that will help them
develop into lifelong learners, productive citizens, and community leaders.

Nearly 60 years after the world first viewed Birmingham on the main stage of civil
rights, the lessons of the turbulence persists and is ever relevant. There's much work
to be done as we continue thought leadership into the future. With your support, we
will strive forward together, from social justice to social impact. Join us!

In celebration,

DeJuana L. Thompson  
DeJuana L. Thompson,
President & CEO 

Isaac M. Cooper
Isaac M. Cooper
Chair, Board of Directors



The Birmingham Civil Rights Institute, part of

the Birmingham Civil Rights National

Monument and an affiliate of the

Smithsonian Institution, is a cultural and

educational research center that promotes a

comprehensive understanding for the

significance of civil rights developments in

Birmingham. We reach more than 150,000

individuals each year though award-winning

programs and services. It takes a strong

team of individuals to make the programs of

the BCRI available to the public. We're

operated and governed by a board of

directors and a staff of full and part-time

professionals and interns working together to 

fulfill the BCRI’s mission. We're proud thought

leaders and defenders of civil and human

rights advocating in association with The

Association of African American Museums,

The American Alliance of Museums, The

National Park Service, The Alabama African

American Civil Rights Sites Consortium, Inc.

and The Alabama Department of Education. 

 Our work today translates historic struggles

with present day realities of social justice

and racial equity. Celebrating our 30th

anniversary on November 18, 2022, we are

committed to continuing our stewardship of

the legacy of the struggle for civil and

human rights.



We stand strong as the cornerstone of the

civil rights story, a living memorial with an

ongoing mission. We are committed to

preserving and telling the Birmingham story;

being a good steward of archival and

financial resources; creating programs that

encourage cultural awareness; and

championing civil and human rights by

facilitating an atmosphere of dialogue and

understanding.

Our mission is to enlighten each generation

about civil and human rights by exploring

our common past and working together in

the present to build a better future. 

Our 21st century vision is to inspire, educate and advocate for social justice leadership skills.

BCRI works to raise the consciousness of America to advance civil and human rights for current

and future generations through the lens of the Civil Rights movement. We know that what

happened in Birmingham indeed changed the world and catapulted civil rights to the forefront

of the nation’s conscience. Our work today translates historic struggles with present day

realities of social justice and racial equity. The Institute is committed to continuing its

stewardship of the legacy of the struggle for civil and human rights.



RECOGNIZING THE UNIVERSALITY OF HUMAN
CONFLICT, BCRI SIGNIFIES THAT BIRMINGHAM

DOES NOT HIDE FROM ITS PAST. OUR
FOUNDERS CREATED A PLACE WHERE

YESTERDAY'S STRUGGLES INSPIRE A BRIGHTER
TOMORROW; A MEETING GROUND FOR THE

MAKERS OF EVERYDAY HISTORY, AND FOR
THOSE WHO WRITE ABOUT THE PRESENT. 

OPERATING AS BOTH A TIME CAPSULE, AND
A MODERN DAY THINK-TANK, BCRI
FOCUSES ON SEEKING EQUITABLE

SOLUTIONS TO COMMON PROBLEMS - IN
SOME WAYS  FUNCTIONING AS A TOWN

SQUARE WHERE THE COMMUNITY GATHERS
TO DISCUSS COMMON CONCERNS. 

FREQUENTLY HOSTING LEADERS ON THE
INTERNATIONAL STAGE, BCRI SETS OUT TO
FOCUS ON WHAT HAPPENED IN THE PAST, TO
PORTRAY IT REALISTICALLY AND
INTERESTINGLY, AND TO UNDERSTAND IT IN
RELATIONSHIP TO THE PRESENT AND FUTURE
DEVELOPMENTS OF HUMAN RELATIONS IN
BIRMINGHAM, THE UNITED STATES AND THE
WORLD. 

ANSWERING THE DEMAND FOR RACIAL
EQUITY, BCRI SERVES AS AN ACTIVE
RESOURCE OF ENGAGEMENT, TRAINING, AND
ADVOCACY, DEVELOPING NEXT GENERATION
ADVOCATES THROUGH INTERGENERATIONAL
PROGRAMS.



In 30 short years,  BCRI’s history of commitment
has uniquely positioned us to be a major voice,
leader and contributor in global social justice
conversations. We believe strongly that our
credibility as an African American cultural
institution with direct links to the Civil Rights
Movement authentically tells not only African
American stories, but narratives on social injustice
globally that impacted and informed the US Civil
Rights Movement. 

On Friday, November 18, 2022, we will
commemorate the opening of The Birmingham
Civil Rights Institute in Birmingham, Alabama with
an official 30th anniversary celebration. This
elegant experience will feature honors for
distinguished leaders in the fight for civil rights, 
 live performances, special guest greetings, and
an exhibit spotlighting our three decades of
archival stewardship.

BCRI’s conservation of the civil rights legacy is
made possible by dedicated donors and
supporters. There are many ways to invest in our
30th anniversary celebration and to preserve the
legacy of those who protested on the front lines
for human dignity and respect.

Your support for our commemoration will not only
foster the celebration, but it will help to nurture
and promote Birmingham's rich legacy of civil
rights. It will support our efforts to teach a new
generation the significance of activism and
advocacy in shaping a country where all enjoy
dignity, respect and equity. We appreciate your
generous consideration.



DeJuana Thompson

“CHANGE WILL NOT COME IF WE WAIT FOR SOME OTHER PERSON OR SOME OTHER TIME.
WE ARE THE ONES WE’VE BEEN WAITING FOR. WE ARE THE CHANGE THAT WE SEEK.”

– Barack Obama

BCRI President and CEO,
DeJuana L. Thompson is

a political and social
strategist. She is a co-
founding partner with
Think Rubix, a creative
problem-solving and

engagement firm based
in DC and Birmingham

and the founder of Woke
Vote, an organization
designed to engage,
mobilize, and turnout

African American voters
in the South.

Dr. Samantha Elliott Briggs

BCRI Vice President of
Education, Dr. Samantha
Elliott Briggs has over 30

years of experience in
education as an urban

school teacher, university
professor, curriculum

writer, grant writer,
external evaluator,

education consultant,
and director of federal

and non-profit education
programs. 

Chairman of the BCRI
Board of Directors, Isaac
Cooper is founder, and

CEO of IMC Financial
Consulting. His values,

skills and work ethic
extend beyond growing

his own company. He
also established the

Samford Black Alumni
Association which hosts

more than a dozen
events per year and

awards scholarships to
Black students at the

university.

Isaac Cooper T. Marie King

Curator of BCRI's special
30th anniversary exhibit,
T. Marie King travels to
cities across the nation
serving as an authentic

voice for progressive
change. 

She consults with 
community-based and
national organizations

on diversity issues,
effective efforts, and

community healing and
conversations. 

Gina Mallisham

BCRI Marketing Manager,
Gina Mallisham is a

Tuscaloosa native who
takes pride in offering 15+

years of service in
Birmingham's nonprofit

arena. A strong advocate
for equality, acceptance,
and youth involvement in

politics, she serves on
multiple leadership and

advisory boards
representing the LGBTQ+

community.

priscilla hancock cooper

A founding leader of the
Alabama African

American Civil Rights
Heritage Sites

Consortium, Priscilla
Hancock Cooper has
fostered the cohort's

growth from an
accolade of

extraordinary cultural
significance to a

full-scale preservation
project and nonprofit

operating in 3 regions of
Alabama.

nayirah muhammad

A 2012 graduate of
BCRI's Legacy Youth
Leadership Program,
Nayirah Muhammad

is a graduating
senior at Miles

College. Ever the
social justice

advocate, she
volunteers her time
at BCRI and with the
Young Democrats of

America. 
 

wayne coleman

Wayne Coleman is Head
of Archives at BCRI. He

formulates and
implements

departmental policies
and procedures, and is

responsible for the
acquisition, cataloguing

and care of collected
materials. He also makes

all processed archival
materials available to
the public, facilitates

research requests, and
manages AV equipment. 

 

https://www.samford.edu/alumni/black-alumni


Individual celebration tickets are $250 and do not guarantee paired seating.

championchampion advocateadvocate defenderdefender warriorwarrior

If you are regretfully unable to attend our celebration, you can sponsor a
community section for $5,000 - granting access to Foot Soldiers and other
impactful civil rights advocates!

Title sponsorship includes all the benefits of
Champion sponsorship in addition to naming
rights, bottle service, one seat at the head table,
and presentation of the Rev. Fred L. Shuttlesworth
Human Rights Award.

Presentation of
Legacy of Freedom

Award
 

10 Celebration
tickets

 
Branded VIP

section
 

VIP meet & greet
with keynote

 
Recognition in
print program

 
Logo on website &
print promotions

 
Social media
recognition

 
Ad space in

program
 

Logo on event
signage

 
Recognition in
press release

 
Verbal recognition

on stage
 

Post-event
recognition

Presentation of
Courageous

Communicator
Award

 
10 Celebration

tickets
 

Branded VIP
section

 
VIP meet & greet

with keynote
 

Recognition in
print program

 
Logo on website &
print promotions

 
Social media
recognition

 
Ad space in

program
 

Recognition in
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Verbal recognition

on stage
 

Post-Event
recognition

Presentation of
Pass the Baton

Award
 

8 Celebration
tickets

 
Branded VIP

section
 

Recognition in
print program

 
Social media
recognition

 
Ad space in

program
 

Verbal recognition
on stage

 
Post-event
recognition

Pledge support for
The Champions of

Change
Conference

 
4 Celebration

tickets
 

Social media
recognition

 
Ad space in

program
 

Verbal recognition
on stage

 
Post-Event
recognition

supportersupporter
2 Celebration

tickets
 

Social media
recognition

 
Ad space in

program
 

Verbal recognition
on stage

 
Post-Event
recognition



Artwork for all advertisements must be submitted to bcri@bcri.org
by October 15, 2022.
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We look forward to continuing our service to the community with you as architects of this

world-class institution of worth with a distinctive commitment to examining the past and

influencing a better today and tomorrow. 

thank you!


